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NOTICE OF MEETING 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
of the 

STAFFORDSHIRE & BIRMINGHAM AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 
to be held in the Ingestre Suite, 
County Showground, Stafford 

on  
THURSDAY 23RD NOVEMBER 2023 

at 8.45pm 
 

AGENDA 
 

1.  To confirm the Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting held on 24th November 2022 
 
2.  To receive the Chairman’s Report 
 
3.  To receive the Treasurer’s Report 
 
4.  To elect the President for 2024 
 
5.  To elect the Vice President for 2024 
 
6.  To appoint Officers for 2024: 

a.  County Chairman 
b.  County Vice Chairman 
c.  Honorary County Treasurer 
 

7.  To elect two Society Trustees 
 
8.  To appoint the Auditors for 2024 
 
9.  To determine the District Grants and Interest Payments for 2024 
 
10.  To receive Nominations from the County Chairman for Honorary Life Membership of the 

Society 
 
11.  Any other business previously notified to the Chief Executive by 17th November 2023  
 
 

A light buffet will be available after the meeting  
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MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE STAFFORDSHIRE AND BIRMINGHAM AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 

HELD ON THURSDAY 24th NOVEMBER 2022 

There were 75 members present. 

Apologies for absence were received from: Bishop of Stafford, Morag, Lady Stafford, Messrs M Falder, P Smith, J G Ward, G 

Greaves, A J Winterton, N Edge, J Bailye, R Robinson, Mrs A Turner, Mrs I Robinson, and Mrs J Taylor 

1. MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 25th NOVEMBER 2021 
These were signed as a true and correct record. 
 

2. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  
The Chairman’s report was accepted on the proposition of Mr D Brookes, seconded by Mr R Madders. The Chairman thanked 

all members for their support during his term in office. He stated that it had been a privilege to serve as the County Chairman. 

3. TREASURERS REPORT 
Mr M Heenan presented the accounts for the year ending on 31st July 2022. The President thanked the Treasurer for his hard 

work and the accounts were accepted on the proposition of Mr T Packwood, seconded by Mr R Madders. 

4. ELECTION OF PRESIDENT FOR 2023 
Mr A Parrott proposed that Mr A Sneddon be elected President for 2023.  

5.  ELECTION OF VICE PRESIDENT FOR 2023 
Mr M Williams proposed that the Mr G Roobottom be elected Vice President for 2023 and this was seconded by Mr P Atkin. 

6. TO APPOINT OFFICERS FOR 2023 
a.  County Chairman - Mr  S Cartmail was proposed by Mr T Packwood, seconded by Mr R Nield 
b.  County Vice Chairman - Mr T Williams was proposed by Mr C Malpass, seconded by Mr S Cartmail 
c.  Hon. County Treasurer - Mr M Heenan was proposed by Mr R Cartmail, seconded by Mr R Madders 

 
7.  ELECTION OF TWO SOCIETY TRUSTEES 

Mr A G Parrott was proposed by Mr T Williams and seconded by Mr R Cartmail,  
Mr C Meynell was proposed by Mr M Thompstone and seconded by Mr F Thompstone. 

8. TO APPOINT THE AUDITORS FOR 2023 
Mr Heenan proposed that Dyke Yaxley be appointed as Auditors for 2023 and this was seconded by Mr M Williams. 

9. TO DETERMINE THE DISTRICT GRANTS AND INTEREST PAYMENTS FOR 2023 
Mr Heenan proposed a grant of £800 be awarded along with interest payments on District bank balances based on the 

interest rate of Stafford Railway Building Society as at 1st January 2023, this was seconded by Mr D Brookes. 

10. TO RECEIVE NOMINATIONS FROM THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN FOR HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY 
Mr Packwood proposed Messrs J Bowers, J Bradshaw, Mrs S Atkin and Mrs E Johnson. This was seconded by Mr Nield. 

11. RESOLUTION 1 – TO ADOPT NEW ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION 
Mr M Thompstone proposed the new Articles of Association be adopted and this was seconded by Mr Meynell. 

12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
There were no matters raised.  

Mr Sneddon proposed a vote of thanks to Messrs Parrott and Packwood, the retiring President and Chairman which was 

unanimously supported by those present. 

There being no other business the meeting was declared closed at 9.45pm.   
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
Firstly, I would like to thank you for electing me to be your County Chairman; twelve months  

seemed to have flown by.  

When asked to write this report, the guidance notes said to give a reflection on the highs and lows 

of the year. As you can imagine, it’s mostly been highs – from carols and Christmas, summer 

luncheons and suppers, to ploughing matches and annual dinners. We really have had a fantastic 

time and on behalf of Tabitha and myself I would like to thank all of the districts for their kind 

hospitality and making us feel most welcome at all of these events. I am going to concentrate on 

five things that reflect the last twelve months for me personally. 

Firstly, an idea from Eccleshall district – the Eccy Thump Trophy – something that has been 

competed for by most districts and has created some good natured interdistrict competition and 

socialising. I’m sure that those who have taken part in one of the challenges have found it most 

enjoyable. Long may it continue and remember, anything goes, it’s only your imagination that’s 

holding you back! 

The County Show, what a great time we had, actually seeing the whole showground in it’s full glory. 

Everyone from the general public to competitors to trade stands, all greeted us in high spirits and 

with good humour.  The stewards who give up what time they can, help make the show the great 

success that it is. On behalf of everyone, I would like to thank those that make it possible. 

Following on from our County Show, a trip to the Great Yorkshire Show was organised. A group of 
SBAS and NFU members went up to Harrogate. On the Monday we enjoyed a farm visit and brewery 
tour where plenty of the local brew was consumed, setting us up for a day at the show on the 
Tuesday. And what a show it is! Set in 200 acres, it was impossible to take it all in over one day. 
Hopefully, a repeat trip for next year will be organised. 

One of the things I am most proud of is the Young Entrepreneurs’ competition, an idea brought 
forward at the competitions committee last year.  With input from YFC and a sub group of council 
members, two new competitions generously sponsored by Rea Valley Tractors were created; the 
culmination of which we will see at the Annual Dinner. To be involved with the judging and seeing 
the outstanding calibre of the entrants was a fantastic experience. I can certainly say that the future 
of our industry is in safe hands. I hope that this competition evolves and we get to see more 
enterprising young farmers (and introduce them to the SBAS). 

It would be wrong for me not to mention HS2. The blight that has hung over us for the past decade 
has at last been lifted, and we can go forward with a more certain future. 

It just leaves me to say my Thank Yous. Firstly, to the President Alistair and his wife Lynda, who have 
been great company over the past year. Next, to Rob Peacock and all of his staff; the showground 
always looks immaculate, clean and tidy, a credit to the society. Finally, to Richard and his office 
team for the day to day running of our fabulous society. 

 

Once again, Thank You for a fabulous year.  

Steve Cartmail 

Chairman – Staffordshire & Birmingham Agricultural Society  
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CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS 
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NOTES TO THE CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS  
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