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NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
of the 

STAFFORDSHIRE & BIRMINGHAM AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 
to be held in the Ingestre Suite, 
County Showground, Stafford 

on  
THURSDAY 21st NOVEMBER 2024 

at 8.45pm 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. To confirm the Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting held on 23rd November 2023 
 
2. To receive the Chairman’s Report. 
 
3. To receive the Treasurer’s Report 
 
4. To elect the President for 2025. 
 
5. To elect the Vice President for 2025. 
 
6. To appoint Officers for 2025: 

a. County Chairman 
b. County Vice Chairman 
c. Honorary County Treasurer 

 
7. To elect two Society Trustees 
 
8. To appoint the Auditors for 2025. 

 
9. To determine the District Grants and Interest Payments for 2025. 

 
10. To receive Nominations from the County Chairman for Honorary Life Membership of the 

Society 

 
11. Any other business previously notified to the Chief Executive by 15th November 2024  
 

 
 

A light buffet will be available after the meeting  
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MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE STAFFORDSHIRE AND BIRMINGHAM AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 
HELD ON THURSDAY 23RD NOVEMBER 2023 
 

There were 82 members present. 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Bishop of Stafford, Laddy Stafford, Messrs M Falder, P Smith, J G Ward, B 
Cartmail, D Whalley, D Brookes, J Bailye, A J Winterton, A J Warrington, D Stubbs, H Edge and Mrs C Bailye 
 

1. MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 24th NOVEMBER 2022 
These were signed as a true and correct record. 

 

2. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
The Chairman’s Report was accepted on the proposition of Mr R Nield, seconded by Mr R Madders. The Chairman 
thanked all members for their support during his term in office. He advised it was a privilege to serve as the County 
Chairman. 

 

3. TREASURERS REPORT 
Mr M Heenan presented the accounts to 31st July 2023. The President thanked the Treasurer for his hard work and the 
accounts were accepted on proposition of Mr C Meynell, seconded by Mr R Nield. Mr Heenan commented on the work 
of the auditors and the adjustments they made as a result of new governance rules which needed to be complied with. 
Mr Heenan was thanked for his hard work during his time in office. 

 

4. ELECTION OF PRESIDENT FOR 2024 
Mr A Sneddon proposed that Mr G Roobottom be elected President for 2024.  

 

5. ELECTION OF VICE PRESIDENT FOR 2024 
Mr M Williams proposed that the Mr I Dudson CBE be elected Vice President for 2024 and this was seconded by Mr S 
Clarke. 

 

6. TO APPOINT OFFICERS FOR 2024 
a.  County Chairman Mr T Williams was proposed by Mr S Cartmail, seconded by Mr A Barrow 
b.  County Vice Chairman Mr A Key was proposed by Mr J Harvey, seconded by Mr M Weaver 
c.  Hon. County Treasurer Mr P Russell was proposed by Mr M Heenan, seconded by Mr M Shelley 

 

7. ELECTION OF TWO SOCIETY TRUSTEES 
Mr M Williams was proposed by Mr T Williams and seconded by Mr R Nield, Mr F Thompstone was proposed by Mr S 
Clarke and seconded by Mr C Meynell. 

  

8. TO APPOINT THE AUDITORS FOR 2024 
Mr Heenan proposed that Dyke Yaxley be appointed as Auditors for 2024 and this was seconded by Mr M Williams. 

 

9. TO DETERMINE THE DISTRICT GRANTS AND INTEREST PAYMENTS FOR 2024 
Mr Heenan proposed a grant of £800 be awarded together with interest payments on District bank balances based on 
the rate of interest paid to the Society by the Stafford Railway Building Society on 1st January 2024, this was seconded 
by Mr R Nield. 

 

10. TO RECEIVE NOMINATIONS FROM THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN FOR HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY 
Mr Cartmail proposed Messrs P Broome, N Tomkinson, P Gough, Mrs K Smith, Mrs L Walker and Mrs J Taylor. This was 
seconded by Mrs D Shelley. 

 

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
Mr M Williams proposed that Mr M Thompstone be elected an Honorary Vice President of the Society, this was 
seconded by Mr C Meynell. 

 

Mr Sneddon gave a brief report on his year in office and wished the new office holders well for the forthcoming year. 
 

Mr Roobottom proposed a vote of thanks to Messrs Sneddon and Cartmail, the retiring President and Chairman which 
was unanimously supported by those present. 

 

There being no other business the meeting was declared closed at 10pm.   
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
It has been an honour to be the Chairman for the Staffordshire & Birmingham Agricultural Society for the 
year 2024.   
 
It has been a trying year in many ways least of all the weather, having the wettest winter on record, but 
having said that this society knows how to make the best of whatever is thrown at it.  In April Uttoxeter 
District held a Spring Ploughing Match, much to most people’s amazement, the weather broke just long 
enough for the match to take place.   
 
In May the Staffordshire YFC held a tribute night to Queen everyone who attended had a wonderful night.  
Now the County Show well the weather was about to play a big part again.  Drying up to allow the setting up 
of all the trade stands and what looked like being an average weather show, cold and damp, started not too 
bad until Wednesday afternoon and down came the rain.  Fortunately, JCB Dancing Diggers can cope with a 
bit of rain, but by Thursday night the main ring resembled a ploughed field.  Everywhere the President and I 
went we were welcomed very warmly even in trying conditions.  All stewards played an excellent job, but 
special thanks must go to the car park stewards on the Weston Road Car Park where horse lorries had to be 
towed on and off.  One poor Tesla car owner had to leave his vehicle for a couple of days until it could be 
retrieved.   
 
Inter District Competition or the Eccy Thump Trophy has been going ahead this year with great participation 
by all districts.  Stafford has a game of cricket planned against Burton but guess what, yes, rain stopped play.  
Nevertheless, a very good social event took place enjoyed by all.   
 
Somehow summer social events all managed to avoid rain, and many took place in beautiful sunshine.  All 
that Ann and I attended were very well supported which allowed us to put names to faces, many of whom 
we have known for many years at the Showground but not known which district they belonged to.   
 
During September we were invited to all the Ploughing Matches, these went off in beautiful sunshine 
unfortunately Stone District chose the only wet day but it was very well attended.  These events are very 
valuable meeting place and must be continued and encouraged.   
 
The Society was invited to a Farm Walk around Ben & Amy Johnson’s farm.  Ben and Amy were the winner of 
the Young Entrepreneurs Competition in 2023, It was very clear the enthusiasm that they have and showed 
why they deserved to win.   
 
Last year HS2 sounded like it may go away, but like a bad penny it is trying to raise its ugly head again, so the 
future of Stafford Car Park is in abeyance once more.   
 
The English Winter Fair has had to be cancelled, this was a great shame as it’s popularity and reputation has 
been on the increase.  Let’s hope that next year it can go ahead as strong as ever.   
 
Looking out over the main ring of the showground you would never know it had been ripped up by the 
Dancing Diggers.  What a fantastic job has been done by the Showground Staff, thank you for all you do 
through the year.   
 
Richard and your office thank you for making my year as County Chair so easy and enjoyable, Thank you all  
 
Tim Williams 
Chairman – Staffordshire & Birmingham Agricultural Society  
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