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STAFFORDSHIRE & BIRMINGHAM 
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 

 

STONE DISTRICT 
 

Chairman: Mr S Sant 
Secretary: Mrs C Sutton 

 

Competitions Secretary: Mrs R Key 
Email: cotterpin16@yahoo.co.uk 

Tel: 07904 495862 
 

Health & Safety Steward: Mr P Foxley – 07850 074586 
 

ANNUAL PLOUGHING MATCH 
HEDGELAYING & FLAIL HEDGE CUTTING 

 
will be held at 

 

Model Farm, Hanchurch, Stoke on Trent, ST4 8SD 
by kind invitation of H Sant & Son 

 
 

Sunday 20th September 2026 
 
 

Ploughing 9am–1pm 
Hedgelaying 9am-2pm 

Flail Hedge Cutting from 11.30am-12.30pm 
 
 

FOOD AVAILABLE 
BREAKFAST from 8am to 10am 

LUNCH from 12noon to 2pm

mailto:cotterpin16@yahoo.co.uk
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PLOUGHING MATCH 
Judges: Society of Ploughmen 

 

Affiliated to the National Society of Ploughmen Ltd 
All Ploughing to a minimum of 20cm 

A single opening split to be completed in 20 minutes, work to then cease until restarted 
by the judge 

Society of Ploughmen Rules available 
4 hours to complete 

 

All queries to Stewards: 

Chief Steward – Mr J Harvey 
Stewards – Mr W Sutton, Mr R Matthews 

 

NOVICE CLASS 1 SINGLE SPLIT 
For the best parallel ploughing with a reversible plough 
Assistance can be given on the headlands in this class 

 

OPEN CLASS 2 
For the best parallel ploughing with a reversible plough 

 

OPEN CLASS 3 
For the best World Style reversible ploughing 

 
FIRST PRIZE £30  SECOND PRIZE £25  THIRD PRIZE £20 

Entrance Fee £20 - Payable in advance 
All competitors must register at the marquee on arrival 

If in any class there are more than 8 competitors a fourth prize of £10 will be awarded 
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CLASSIC PLOUGHING 
 

Judges: Society of Ploughmen 
Stewards: Mr R Hopley, Mr T Turnock & Mr M Weaver 

 

CLASS 4 
For the best ploughing using a Classic tractor and mounted plough 

manufactured before 31st December 1976 
 

CLASS 5 
For the best ploughing using a Classic tractor and reversible plough 

manufactured before 31st December 1976 
 

VINTAGE PLOUGHING 
 

CLASS 6 
Open class for the best ploughing with a vintage tractor and mounted 

plough 
 

CLASS 7 
For the best ploughing with a vintage tractor and mounted plough for novice 

competitors 
 

CLASS 8 
For the best ploughing with a Grey Ferguson TE20 Tractor and Ferguson 

Plough and fittings with no modifications 
 

CLASS 9 
For the best ploughing with a vintage tractor and trailed plough 

 
 

STAFFORDSHIRE FEDERATION OF YOUNG FARMERS 
For the best ploughing by a paid-up member of SCFYFC in classes 1, 2 

Must be able to show digital membership card on the day 
 

Classes 4-9 and YFC prize money 
FIRST PRIZE £25 SECOND PRIZE £20  THIRD PRIZE £15 

 

If in any class there are more than 8 competitors a fourth prize of £10 will be awarded 
 

Entrance Fee £20 - Payable in advance 
 

Society of Ploughmen rules available 
All competitors must register at the marquee on arrival 
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THE JAMES BARBER AND SON CUP 
FOR STONE DISTRICT COMPETITORS ONLY 

For the best ploughing in Classes 1, 2 
 

A&R KEY PERPETUAL TROPHY 
For the best World Style reversible ploughing in Class 3 

 

THE LORD STAFFORD CUP 
For the best ploughing by a competitor under 21 

 

SPECIAL PRIZE 
For competitors under 21 for the best ploughing in Classes 1, 2 

FIRST PRIZE £20 SECOND PRIZE £15 
 

THE B.T. BUTTERS & SON SHIELD 
For the best-kept working tractor 

 

THE J HARVEY CUP 
For the best ploughing in Classes 6, 7, 9 

 

THE LAURENCE WAIN MEMORIAL SHIELD 
For the best ploughing in Class 8 

 

THE STAFFORD VINTAGE SHIELD 
For the best turn out in Class 8 

 

THE DAVID EATON CUP 
For the best ploughing by a member of Staffordshire Federation 

YFC 
 

CHAMPION R WATKIN CUP 
& 

CHAMPION PRIZE £30 
Open to all competitors 

 

All cups and shields to be held for one year and must be signed for. 
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COUNTY NOVICE PLOUGHING CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

JUDGE: Mr T Parton, South Staffs 
 

Open to any competitor at a District Ploughing Match who has never won a 
first prize in any ploughing class at any ploughing match. 
 

Any Competitor wishing to be judged for the Novice Championship must 
indicate on the entry form for the district ploughing match that he or she is 
eligible. 
 

RULES: 
1. Entry to the County Novice Championship will be via the relevant 

District Ploughing Match entry form and will be limited to reversible 
classes 

2. A novice is defined as someone who has never won a Class, 
including a Young Farmers Class or Novice Championship, at any 
ploughing match. However, winning a class in a Ploughing Match 
held after 1st September 2026 would not debar the competitor from 
entering the County Novice Championship. 

3. Each District will identify the novices at their Ploughing Match that 
have entered the County Novice Championship: The County Judge 
will then award points to each of the competitors based on their 
finished work. 

4. On completion of all the District Ploughing Matches the County 
Judge will rank all competitors based on the number of points he 
has awarded at the individual District Matches, prizes will be 
awarded to competitors ranked 1st, 2nd and 3rd. 

5. A competitor may enter the County Novice Championship as many 
times as he or she wishes by entering more than one District 
Ploughing Match. 

6. Competitors must live within the County of Staffordshire or within 10 
miles of the County Boundary 

 

PRIZES: 
First Prize £100, Second Prize £50, Third Prize £25 
 

AWARDS 
The Burton District Perpetual Trophy: (To be held for one year) will be 
awarded to the First Prize winner in the Competition.   
 

Prizes will be awarded at the County Dinner on 4th November 2026 



17 

 



18 



19  



20  



21  



22 

 

A selection from photographs from 2025 Match  
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A selection of photographs from 2025 Match 
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HEDGELAYING 
Affiliated to the National Hedgelaying Society 

Judge: Mr Alan Hollins 
 

Each competitor accepts the responsibility of complying with Health and Safety 
Regulations.  For those competitors who wish to use chainsaws the following 
requirements are needed; 

a) The user should have sufficient length of experience or be able to show proof of 
training to a suitable standard for the type of work concerned (The need for 
adequate training for safety purposes IS a legal requirement).   

b) When chainsaws are being used all competitors in the Hedge Lying Competition 
are required to wear full Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) must be worn – 
this must include eye and ear protection, gloves, a hard hat, boots and chainsaw 
rated trousers. 

c) Any competitor failing to wear full PPE when operating a chainsaw will be given 
a single verbal warning before being disqualified from continuing in the 
competition 

d) The Society has a duty of care to ensure that all competitors take all necessary 
precautions to protect themselves and others from harm.  Moreover, as an event 
that is open to the public we have a responsibility to ensure that the highest 
standards of safety are both set and maintained.   

e) No dead wood to be put into the hedge 
f) Midlands style 
g) Entry fee £15 to be paid in advance 

 

Chief Steward: Mr G Parry 
Steward: Mr J Timmis 

 
CLASS 1 

Open to any competitor who shall cut and lay a length of hedge and ditch in the best 
manner in 5 hours. 

 

CLASS 2 
Open to a person of any age who has not won two first prizes in any open class. 

 

CLASS 3 
For the best work by a competitor resident in the Stone District 

 

CLASS 4 
For the best work by a competitor under 24 years of age 

 
FIRST PRIZE £30  SECOND PRIZE £20  THIRD PRIZE £15 

If more than 8 competitors have entered a fourth prize of £5 will be awarded 
 

All competitors must register at the marquee on arrival.  All competitors on completion 
of length will receive the sum of £30 tool money 
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THE TED FOX MEMORIAL CUP 
For the best Hedgelaying by a Stone Competitor 

 

THE HUNTBACH CUP 
For the best Hedgelaying in Class 2 

 

THE DAIHATSU SHIELD 
For the best Hedgelaying by a competitor under 24 

 

CHAMPION CB SALTON CUP & CHAMPION PRIZE £35 
Open to all competitors 

 

THE HAROLD GILFORD MEMORIAL CUP & PRIZE £30 
For the best growth of hedge laid in 2025 

 

All cups & trophies to be held for one year and must be signed for. 
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FLAIL HEDGE CUTTING 
 

Judge: Alec Beardmore 
Steward: Tom Redfern 

 

Each competitor to cut a defined length of hedge to specification of existing 
hedge.   
 

Time allowed 1 hour 
 

 FIRST PRIZE:£25  SECOND PRIZE:£20  THIRD PRIZE:£15 
 

If more than 8 competitors have entered a fourth prize of £5 will be awarded 
 

Entry Fee £15 
 

THE LUKE POWELL MEMORIAL TROPHY 
For Flail Hedge Cutting 

 

All competitors will receive the sum of £20 cutting money  
 

All competitors must register at the marquee on arrival 
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SAMPLE CEREAL COMPETITION 
 

Chief Steward: Mr P Stone 
Steward: Mrs E Stone 

 

Cereal samples to be 1kg in a clear plastic bag with the 
variety clearly marked on each entry 

 
£1 Entry Fee 

 

All samples to be in by 11.30am 
 

SAMPLES TO BE GROWN AND EXHIBITED BY DISTRICT 
MEMBERS AND THEIR STAFF 

 

CLASS 1 – For the best sample of Winter Barley 
 

CLASS 2 – For the best sample of Spring Barley 
 

CLASS 3 – For the best sample of Wheat 
 

CLASS 4 – For the best sample of Oilseed Rape 
 

CLASS 5 – For the best 2 stems of Maize including roots 
 

CLASS 6 – For the best sample of Beans 
 

CLASS 7 – For the best sample of Oats 
 

CLASS 8 – For the best pulled roots 
 

CLASS 9 – For a small bale or sack of hay 
 

CLASS 10 – For a sample of Haylage 
 

 
FIRST PRIZE £5  SECOND PRIZE £2 
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PRODUCE COMPETITION 
Chief Steward: Mr P Stone 

Steward: Mrs E Stone 
 

Open to anyone 
All entries to be in by 11.30am 

 
£1 Entry Fee 

 

AUTUMN BASKET including flowers 
FIRST PRIZE £5  SECOND PRIZE £2 

 

A SELECTION OF HOMEGROWN VEGETABLES 
FIRST PRIZE £5  SECOND PRIZE £2 

 

 
 
 

CHILDREN’S COMPETITIONS 
Sponsored by Eccleshall, Stone & Cheadle NFU 

 
 

Class 1 - 2-4years  Potato Animal 
Class 2 - 5-7years Farm Machine made from a Cereal 

Packet 
Class 3 - 8-12years Design a Picture for 2027 Ploughing 

Match Schedule Front Cover 
Class 4 – YFC Member A Rally Item from 2026 Rally 

 
1st Prize - £5  2nd Prize - £3  3rd Prize - £1 
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New Members Always Welcome 

Would you like to become more involved in your local agricultural 

community? We are always pleased to welcome new members to 

Stone District of the Staffordshire & Birmingham Agricultural Society. 

As a member of the Society, you can take part in a wide range of 

on-farm District competitions, including grassland, cattle, crops, 

gardens and many other classes throughout the year. 

Stone District meets approximately five times a year, providing an 

opportunity to socialise, share knowledge and support local 

agriculture. Through our fundraising activities, including this Ploughing 

Match Schedule, we help support local businesses, the local 

community and the continued success of our annual ploughing 

match. 

 

Following our recent Summer Social, our upcoming events include a 

joint social evening with Stone Young Farmers on 1st September, our 

Annual Ploughing Match hosted on the land of our current 

Chairman, and our Annual Dinner and Awards Presentation. 
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Whether you are actively farming, have an interest in agriculture, or 

simply enjoy being part of the rural community, we would be 

delighted to welcome you. 

For further information on 

joining the Society, please 

contact a member of the 

Stone District Committee or 

visit the Society website. 
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Thank you to all the sponsors listed below who 

have supported Stone District SBAS, please 

support them and thereby support the society 
 

ACT 

Bagshaws 

David Eaton Tractors Ltd 

Deans 

EJ Holdcroft & Sons Ltd 

FCN 

F Watson & Sons 

Fairways Service Station 

Frontier 

GSB Machinery 

Griffins of Stone 

Hartley’s Grain 

Haywood Farm Vets 

HJ Lea Oakes 

Hilderstone Garage Ltd 

Hill & Swift 

Jack Frost 

Jacksons Marquee Hire 

JS Scanning 

Lower Drayton Farm 

Manor Farm Vets 

Malpass Pest Solutions 

Market Drayton Market Ltd 

Moores Agri 

NC Construction 

NFU Mutual 

Optigro 

Paul Mullee 

Philip Barnes & Co 

R.A.B.I. 

S & S Hog Roasts 

H Sant & Son 

Staffordshire County 

Showground 

Stone Tyre Repairs 

Stone YFC 

Staffordshire YFC 

TG Sargeant & Sons 

Tedstone George & 

Tedstone Solicitors 

Wells Farm Dairy 



  



 

 
 

STONE DISTRICT 
ANNUAL DINNER & 

PRESENTATION EVENING 
 

At Ingestre Suite, The County Showground 
 

on Tuesday 27th October 2026 
 

Reception 7.15pm for 7.30pm prompt 
 

 
 

Tickets - £36 available from 
Hilary Parry – 07786 248085 

Caroline Sutton – 07811 016651 
 
 


